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As I shall describe later, these sheep are kept in huts
and their food must be collected for them (XIII).
This has become the children's job. Thus the
village economy comes into conflict with the school
curriculum.
Furthermore, literary training has not been proved
to be very useful in community life. Illiterate parents
do not take school education very seriously. Without
the help of the parents, primary school education is not
very successful. The enrollment is ^more than a
hundred but the actual attendance as some students
told me, rarely exceeds twenty, except when the in-
spector visits the school. Vacations are long. My
stay in the village covered a period longer than the
official vacation, but I had had no opportunity to see
the school at work. The literary knowledge of the
students, so far as I could test, is suprisingly poor.
Chen, a village head, who had himself been a school-
master, complained to me that the new school system
cannot work in the village. His reasons are worth
quoting here: Firstly, the school terms are not adjusted
to the calendar of work in the village (IX-3). Students
in the school are generally about twelve years old, and
have reached the age when practical education must be
started. The leisure periods in the calendar of work
are two ; from January to April and from July to
September* But during these periods, the school is
closed for the vacation. While* the people are busy at
the silk industry and agriculture, the school is open.
Secondly, the system of education in the school is the
so-called " collective " meth»d, that is, the giving of
lessons one after another without considering individual
absence. Since absence is frequent, the student who
has been absent cannot follow the class when he comes

